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American Junior Colleges; ed. by Jesse 
P. Bogue. 2d ed. 25cm. Washington, 
D.C., American Council on Educa- 
tion, 1948. ix, 537p. cloth $6.50. 


American Junior Colleges, the first 
edition of which appeared in 1940, com- 
plements, without duplication, the 
fifth edition of American Universities 
and Colleges, also reviewed in this is- 
sue. It is similar in plan to that work 
and is divided into two main parts. 

In the first part, the editor and other 
authorities discuss various aspects of 
junior colleges including types of such 
colleges and the development, present 
status, and trends of the junior college 
movement. Most of the space in this 
part is devoted to official statements of 
the “Accreditation Standards and Prac- 


tices” of various agencies. 

Part II describes 564 accredited jun- 
ior colleges. The descriptions follow the 
general pattern set in American Uni- 
versities and Colleges, giving for most 
of the entries statistical information on 
Accreditation, History, Calendar, Re- 
quirement for Admission and Gradua- 
tion, Fees, Staff, Fields of Instruction, 
Recent Developments, Graduates, En- 
rollment, Foreign Students, Veterans, 
Library, Publications, Student Aid, 
Finances, Buildings and Grounds, and 
Administrative Officers. Junior colleges 
organized as branches of universities 
are so described and are linked to the 
entries for related schools in Ameri- 
can Universities and Colleges by foot- 
note references. 

Appendices include classified lists of 
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junior colleges, and a table of the cur- 
ricula offered by the various institu- 
tions. 

American Junior Colleges is the 
most comprehensive reference work 
available on this type of institution. It 
gives full descriptions of many more 
schools of this type than the Educa- 
tional Directory, published by the 
United States Office of Education. In 
authority and accuracy, American Jun- 
ior Colleges appears to measure up to 
its companion volume. It is recom- 


mended. 


American Universities and Colleges; 
ed. by A. J. Brumbaugh; Mary Ir- 
win, assistant editor. 5th ed. 25cm. 
Washington, D. C., American Coun- 
cil on Education, 1948. xiii, 1054p. 
cloth $8. 


Earlier editions of this work, by dif- 
ferent editors but under the same 
sponsorship, appeared in 1928, 1932, 
1936, and 1940. War conditions pre- 
vented publication in 1944. 

The 1948 edition is composed of two 
parts and six special appendices. The 
contents of Part I are divided into five 
chapters: Education in the United 
States, The American College, The 
American University, Professional Ed- 
ucation, and The Foreign Student in 
the United States. These chapters give 
good background information and in- 
clude several very useful reference 
features, such as lists of professional 
schools in various fields, and a table 
showing the distribution of doctorates 
by institution and subject in recent 
years. 

By far the larger part of the volume 
is taken up by Part II, Institutional 
Exhibits. Some 820 universities and 
colleges accredited by the Association 
of American Universities, the Ameri- 





can Association of Teachers Colleges 
(now the American Association of Col- 
leges of Teacher Education), or one of 
the regional associations, are described 
in a uniform style. These descriptions 
average one double-column page in 
length and present much information 
in condensed form. The typical sketch 
includes a statement of the general 
type of the college; its environment 
and control; a brief history; a calendar 
giving dates of regular and summer 
sessions and information on the school’s 
quarter or semester system; require- 
ments for admission and graduation; 
fees; departments of instruction and 
the number and rank of the faculty in 
each; statistics of degrees granted, of 
enrollment, of foreign students, of the 
library, of scholarships, and of institu- 
tional finances; special information for 
veterans; noteworthy special programs; 
publications; and finally, a list of ad- 
ministrative officers. Each of these 
topics is made easy to find by the use 
of headings in boldface type. 

Some difficulty was encountered in 
locating information in the case of 
names of colleges grouped under the 
state instead of by actual name of the 
college, e.g., information concerning 
Western Michigan College of Education 
is given under Michigan College of Ed- 
ucation, Western, with no cross refer- 
ence to the entry. 

Appendices include lists of institu- 
tions accredited by various bodies, an 
academic costume code, abbreviations 
of degrees (several hundred in num- 
ber), and a list of colleges by states 
and cities. There are two indices, one 
including “only those institutions which 
have exhibits in Part II,” and a gen- 
eral index for other schools mentioned. 
There is no index of personal names. 

Material in Part I was prepared and 
signed by appropriate authorities such 
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as John Dale Russell, Director, Divi- 
sion of Higher Education, United 
States Office of Education, who wrote 
the chapter, “The American College.” 
Part II was compiled by the editorial 
staff from information furnished by the 
various institutions. Statistics given are 
generally for the academic year 1946- 
47; the lists of college officers incorpo- 
rate changes well into the Fall of 1947. 

American Universities and Colleges 
is the best single source of information 
about institutions of higher education 
in the United States. Since it includes 
only accredited colleges and: does not 
appear every year, it does not super- 
sede for directory purposes more in- 
clusive or more frequently published 
lists such as that issued by the United 
States Office of Education. However, 
the only other current reference book 
in the field which can begin to com- 
pare with it in the wealth of material 
presented for each institution is Love- 
joy’s Complete Guide to American 
Colleges and Universities. This covers 
a somewhat larger number of colleges 
(1031) but gives much less informa- 
tion for each one. 

Like its predecessors, the 1948 edi- 
tion of American Universities and 
Colleges will be a standard reference 
book in school, college, and all but the 
smallest public libraries. It is recom- 


mended. 


Building America; Textbook Series; a 
publication of the Association for 
Supervision and Curriculum Devel- 
opment, National Education Associa- 
tion. 5v. 3lem. New York, Building 
America, c1947, c1948. illus. ports. 
maps. cloth $5.95 per volume; library 
discount $1 per volume. 


Building America, according to the 
publisher, “is a series of pictorial 


studies of vital modern problems. Each 
study unit deals with some important 
aspect of our social, political, economic, 
cultural, or international life, and 
treats America’s modern problems 
frankly and objectively.” An earlier 
edition, published serially and also in 
bound volumes, was reviewed in Sub- 
scription Books Bulletin July 1941. The 
Association for Supervision and Cur- 
riculum Development of the National 
Education Association, which sponsors 
this publication, has as its principal 
purpose that of improving instruction 
in American schools. An _ editorial 
board, made up of distinguished edu- 
cators, is somewhat changed from the 
board listed in the earlier edition, but 
the chairman, Paul R. Hanna of Stan- 
ford University, remains the same. As 
in the earlier edition, Frances M. 
Foster is the editor. The publisher is a 
subsidiary of the Grolier Society, Inc. 
of New York. 

Although the present set is issued in 
bound form only, various titles which 
appear were previously published in 
separate periodical units. Publication 
of the serial edition has been tempo- 
rarily discontinued since January of 
1948. 

The bound edition of Building 
America, issued in 1948, consists of five 
volumes, each covering ten subjects as 
outlined below: 

Volume 1, The Eastern Hemisphere: 
Europe, The British Commonwealth 
and Empire, Italian Americans, Africa, 
America’s Outposts, China, Russia, 
East Indies, Oil, America and Foreign 
Trade. 

Volume 2, United States History, 
Geography, and Civics, Part I: Seeing 
America, Our Federal Government, 
Congress, Politics, Machinery for For- 
eign Relations, Social Security, Com- 
munity Planning, Our Land Resources, 
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Our Water Resources, Conservation. 

Volume 3, United States History, 
Geography, and Civics, Part II: We 
Americans, The American Indians, 
Spanish-Speaking People, Family Life, 
Arts and the American Craftsman, 
America Discovers Its Songs, The 
American Theater, Our Constitution, 
Civil Liberties, Civic Responsibilities. 

Volume 4, Industries and Occupa- 
tions, Part I: Food, Clothing, Housing, 
Transportation, Communication, Pow- 
er, Men and Machines, Business, Avia- 
tion, Movies. 

Volume 5, Industries and Occupa- 
tions, Part II: Chemistry at Work, 
Radio, Electronics, Rubber, Light 
Metals, Public Health, Plastics, The 
Challenge to American Youth, Educa- 
tion, Finding Your Job. 

These aspects of American life, and 
of international problems affecting 
America, are presented in study units 
developed primarily for students of 
social studies in the seventh through 
the ninth grades. The editors state 
their approach is that “the nation’s 
historical achievements are reported, 
the present shortcomings and problems 
are noted, and various proposals for 
bettering conditions are set forth.” 
Each unit follows this pattern as far as 
possible. The editors believe that even 
very young people should be made to 
realize that America has many prob- 
lems which still remain to be solved, 
and each unit makes every effort to 
present the issues dispassionately and 
analytically. Sometimes this objectivity 
leads to rather colorless reporting, as 
in the article on Seeing America 
which seems to miss the real regional 
flavor of various parts of the United 
States. Those who do not agree with 
the editors, and who feel that only the 
nation’s achievements should be ‘pre- 
sented to young people, will be occa- 








sionally distressed at the emphasis on 
the less attractive side of American 
life, for instance, in the article on 
Housing. On the whole, however, the 
writing is interesting, facts carefully 
substantiated, the good and the bad 
points fairly balanced, and the material 
well within the reading level of the 
prospective users. 

At the end of each unit is an exten- 
sive, annotated, well-planned bibliogra- 
phy. Books, pamphlets, and periodicals 
are included as well as names of or- 
ganizations which distribute free and 
inexpensive materials on the various 
subjects. Some of the references are 
selected for their readability and ap- 
peal to the students in the seventh 
through the ninth grades, but a num- 
ber, especially of books, are apparently 
for the use of the teacher. A check was 
made of bibliographies in the older 
edition and it was noted that all of the 
bibliographies in this 1947-1948 edition 
have been revised. Each unit closes 
with a group of questions for discus- 
sion as well as suggestions for practi- 
cal class projects. 

The volumes are fully illustrated 
with well-selected photographs, charts, 
drawings, maps, and simple statistical 
tables, usually from 50 to 70 for each 
unit, placed as near to the related text 
as possible. Each illustration is num- 
bered and citations from text to illus- 
trations are made frequently. Care- 
fully worded captions under the pic- 
tures are helpful.-Though most of the 
illustrations are clearly reproduced, 
some, particularly among those which 
are not new in this edition, are 
blurred and not too clear in detail. The 
reproductions of some maps and charts 
are very poor, ie., The Railways of 
Europe, v. 1, p. 11; however, the major- 
ity of maps and charts are quite satis- 
factory. 
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Each volume is paged separately, 
and has its own thorough index, which 
cites the text as well as the illustra- 
tions. There is no combined index to 
the set as a whole. 

A check with the edition last re- 
viewed in Subscription Books Bulletin 
shows that among the 50 units in the 
present five volumes there are 16 new 
units, 18 extensively revised, and 16 
with minor changes and corrections. In 
all instances, as has been pointed out 
before, the bibliographies have been 
modernized. Even in those units with 
the least change, there is evidence of 
editorial scrutiny; i.e., revision of the 
phrase “the war is” to “the war was,” 
more recent statistics or graphs, and 
revised concluding paragraphs. Exam- 
ples of the new units are Electronics, 
Light Metals, Congress, Our Water 
Resources, Russia, etc. Examples of 
those units showing fewest changes 
are Politics, American Theater, Seeing 
America, Community Planning. A few 
definitely dated units found in the old 
edition, i.e, Can America Stay Neu- 
tral? War or Peace? have been 
omitted; a number of those in the 
former set on industries and occupa- 
tions do not appear, i.e., Advertising, 
Banking, Our Farmers, etc.; and such 
important subjects as Labor, Safety, 
and Crime are not treated in the new 
set as separate units, though they were 
formerly. 

Because the units have been consid- 
erably rearranged as well as revised or 
supplemented, it is not possible for 
owners of the older edition to buy 
volumes containing only new topics. 

Comparison of volume 5 of this set 
and the periodical publication shows 
that the following quotation from a 
telegram received from the editor is 
well substantiated: “Textbook series 
contains many [of the] same titles as 


previously published but complete re- 
search and rewriting job was done to 
ensure that everything but historical 
matter in set was up to date as of day 
it went to press.” The Plastics unit, for 
example, was issued in serial form in 
1943 as number 7 of volume 8; in the 
1948 bound edition, the last four pages 
and the bibliography of the unit have 
been revised. : 

Building America is printed in large, 
clear type on a two-column, quarto- 
sized page of good quality paper and 
adequate margins. However, a number 
of the full-bled illustrations may lose 
essential parts in the trimming neces- 
sary if the volumes would be rebound. 
The binding seems reasonably sturdy. 
Each volume is covered in a different 
color of book cloth, and is titled and 
numbered conspicuously on the spine. 
Here also is lettered the major topic of 
each volume, i.e., v. 1, The Eastern 
Hemisphere. On each front cover, the 
units of the volume are listed in order 
of content. 

Building America in this present edi- 
tion continues to fulfill successfully its 
purpose as stated at the beginning of 
this review. The carefully planned and 
presented units should be helpful in 
schools for actual classroom use, but 
also should be of value in school li- 
braries and for younger readers in 
public libraries. The set will also be 
helpful for adults with reading or 
language difficulty, as the language is 
simple but not juvenile. Since separate 
bound volumes may be purchased, they 
should be considered for library cir- 
culation, and will undoubtedly be 
much more used for this purpose than 
for reference. Building America is rec- 
ommended. 


Guide to American Business Directo- 
ries; by Marjorie V. Davis. 23.5cm. 
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Washington, D. C., Public Affairs 
Press, c1948. x, 242p. cloth $3.75. 
The Guide to American Business 
Directories is substantially a reissue of 
the second edition of American Busi- 
ness Directories by the same compiler, 
issued by the United States Depart- 
ment of Commerce in 1947 as its Indus- 
trial Series No. 67, with some slight 
changes in organization and indexing 
and a few additions. The latter title 
consisted of 198 pages including 1446 
items reproduced from typewritten 
copy, issued in paper covers and priced 
at 65c. The first edition of this work 
was published in 1942. No mention of 
the earlier works is made either on the 
wrapper of the work under review or 
in the book itself. 

The Guide to American Business 
Directories is a listing of 1468 direc- 
tories of firms arranged under the 
names of 127 subdivisions of the busi- 
ness world. The headings used for sub- 
divisions are uniformly well-chosen 
and well-organized. Some, such as 
Advertising, Cement and Stone Prod- 
ucts, Textile-Mill Products, etc., cover 
complete industries. Others are sub- 
divided further: for example, the ap- 
parel industries comprise six lists (Ap- 
parel—Accessories; Apparel—F ur; etc.) 
and the food industries, eighteen (Food 
—Beverages: Breweries; Food—Bever- 
ages: Carbonated; Food—Distributors 
—State and Local; etc.). Within lists 
subdivided by place, as in the last ex- 
ample above, sub-headings are given 
for state and city. Some of these head- 
ings differ in form from those used in 
the 1947 title. For example, Aviation 
in the Guide to American Business Di- 
rectories includes the same items as 
appear under Transportation—Air in 
American Business Directories. 

Under each subdivision in the Guide 
to American Business Directories, the 





directories are listed alphabetically by 
title with the title in boldface type. 
Each entry includes: the date of the 
most recent issue of the directory or 
a statement as to the frequency of 
issue if it is issued periodically, the 
name of the publisher and his ad- 
dress, the editions available if more 
than one, the list price, and a brief 
description of the contents of the di- 
rectory. After the last entry in each 
subdivision, a list of directories in re- 
lated fields is given, with instructions 
to consult the index for the number of 
the page on which the full entry for a 
directory mentioned may be found. 
This is a variation in organization from 
the 1947 American Business Directo- 
ries which, since the items are con- 
secutively numbered, accomplishes the 
same purpose by referring only to the 
item numbers of the related directo- 
ries. Since no directory is listed more 
than once, one must use this reference 
system rather extensively to cover re- 
lated fields completely. 

While the description given each 
directory is brief, it is concise and to 
the point, describing the kind of in- 
formation included and often indicat- 
ing its arrangement. Examination of 
many entries reveals that the informa- 
tion given is generally accurate and 
current as of the end of 1946. For the 
most part, the entries duplicate exact- 
ly the data given in the 1947 American 
Business. Directories. 

The table of contents of the volume 
is an alphabetical listing of the head- 
ings used for the subdivisions, which 
is also the arrangement of the text it- 
self. The index is an alphabetical list- 
ing of the titles of the individual direc- 
tories. While the 1947 publication does 
not contain a title index, it does have 
a very useful subject index, analyzing 
the content of the directories much 
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more fully than the contents table of 
the volume under review. 

In external appearance the Guide to 
American Business Directories is gen- 
erally satisfactory. The rather coarse 
paper is printed in large type, but the 
inner margins of the pages are narrow. 
Use of the word “Index” as running 
title for the table of contents is con- 
fusing in view of the use of the same 
word for the title index at the end of 
the volume. 

The Guide to American Business 
Directories is reasonably comprehen- 
sive and well-organized. While it is 
rivalled in currency by the Dartnell 
Corporation’s Mailing List Sources, it 
is more complete, better organized, 
and gives more detailed information. 
Morley’s Mailing List Directory and 
Classified Index to Trade Directories 
(McGraw, -1924), although seriously 
outmoded after 24 years, still remains 
a model in this field, one which the 
Guide scarcely replaces. 

However, since the Guide to Ameri- 
can Business Directories largely dupli- 
cates the second edition of the Depart- 
ment of Commerce publication (at a 
considerably higher price), and dif- 
fers from it chiefly in providing access 
by title as well as by broad subject, 
few libraries will need both works. For 
those to whom the title approach and 
cloth binding are worth the difference 
in price, Guide to American Business 
Directories is recommended. 


World Words; Recommended Pronun- 
ciations; by W. Cabell Greet. 2d ed. 
rev. and enl. 24.5cm. New York, 
Columbia University Press, 1948. 
01944-1948. 608p. cloth $6.75. 

World Words is an enlarged and re- 
vised edition of World Words by W. 
Cabell Greet, published in 1944 and 
reviewed in Subscription Books Bul- 





letin, April 1945. The entries “represent 
the pronunciation files of CBS and the 
gleanings of a motor trip to the west 
coast in the summer of 1947.”—Pref- 
ace. This volume, like the first, is de- 
signed primarily to assist speakers of 
the Columbia Broadcasting System. 

Personal names, place names, and 
“words that are difficult for broad- 
casters” are pronounced, e.g., Todt, 
Fritz; Hsin-téng; ensemble. Pronun- 
ciation for such debatable words as 
pianist, research, and indecorous is in- 
cluded. 

The main body of the work is divid- 
ed into three-column pages: the first 
column lists the word to be pronounced; 
the second gives pronunciation by a 
simplified Websterian alphabet; and 
the third shows a phonetic respelling 
without accents. For the new edition, 
stresses have been marked in the Jap- 
anese transcriptions. 

American, English, and foreign pro- 
nunciations are given for some dis- 
puted words, and sometimes a sentence 
of explanation is appended to the en- 
try. For example, under the entry en- 
semble, though the English and French 
pronunciations are given, the editor 
states that English is preferred for 
American radio because the final I in 
French is apt to be lost in transmission. 

The publishers claim in the preface 
that “there are about 25,000 entries” in 
the new edition as compared with ap- 
proximately 12,000 in the earlier edi- 
tion. Place names connected with 
World War II and names in the politi- 
cal news, especially geographical ones 
such as Tel Aviv, not of major interest 
four years ago, account for a great 
number of additions and contribute to 
expansion in the second edition of 
World Words. 

Examination of some sections of the 
volume indicates that many additions 
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have been made. A count in tiie Hi 
section of the 1944 edition shows the 
following words pronounced: Hindu 
Kush (India mts.); Hirohito (Jap. em- 
peror); Hirson (Fr.), while this section 
of the second edition contains these 
and nine additional entries. Included 
among the additional entries are: Hi- 
nunangan (P.I.); Hiraiwa (Jap.); Hirel 
(Fr.); Hiroshima (Jap.); Hirschberg 
(Ger.). 

Alternate and preferred spellings 
are connected by cross reference. The 
word Qazvin (Iran) refers to the alter- 
nate spelling Kasvin or Kazvin and 
both are found in alphabetical place in 
the volume. However, Kantara, an- 
other spelling for Qantara (Egypt), is 
found under Q but no indication is 
made in the K section. Peremishl 
(Pol.) is not pronounced, but the user 
is referred to Przemyél (Pol.) where 
pronunciation is given. 

The introduction, which is a discus- 
sion of the English pronunciation of 
foreign words, is arranged alphabeti- 
cally by country. A few changes, 
chiefly minor, were noted in compar- 
ing this section in the two editions. 
Explanatory sentences, words, and see 
references to words in the main body 
have been added to clarify the discus- 
sion of various foreign languages. 
More attention is given in the second 
edition to the discussion of the English 
pronunciation of Dutch and Flemish 
and Japanese. 


Several new books have been in- 
cluded in the one-page section on use- 
ful reference works for a study of 
American and English pronunciation. 
The author also recommends abridged 
dictionaries of French, German, and 
Spanish for radio announcers. 

The paper and binding are excellent. 

World Words is recommended for all 
libraries supplying current information 
on topics of general interest. The indi- 
vidual will also find this a valuable 
book. Libraries having the first edition 
will want the second. 


NOTE 


For use of the Subscription Books 
Committee the Publishing Department 
of the American Library Association is 
interested in obtaining complete sets of 
Subscription Books Bulletin from 1930 
to date and offers 25c a copy for the 
following issues of the Bulletin: 


1930, Nos. 1-4 1939, Nos. 1, 3, 4 
1931, Nos. 1-4 1940, Nos. 1, 2, 3 
1932, Nos. 1, 2, 4 1941, Nos. 1, 3, 4 
1933, Nos. 1-4 1942, Nos. 3, 4 
1934, Nos. 1-4 1943, No. 4 

1935, Nos. 1-4 1944, Nos. 2, 3 
1936, No. 4 1945, No. 1 

1937, Nos. 1-4 1946, No. 3 


1938, Nos. 1, 2, 4 1947, No. 2 

For four year cumulations including 
all issues for 1930-33, 1934-37, 1938-41, 
1942-45, the Publishing Department of- 
fers $6 bound, $5 unbound. 








ype som to quote a review in full is granted only to the publisher of the work 
reviewed. Permission to quote a review in part must be obtained from the 
American Library Association. Publishers of books or sets recommended herein 
wishing to refer to the Subscription Books Committee’s appraisal of their work 
should avoid such statements as “Recommended (or endorsed) by the A.L.A.” 
Such a statement falsely implies action on the part of the Association. 
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